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*. EMBASSY IS INCREASINGLY CONCERNED THAT SUBSTANTIVE 
DIFFICULTIES OVER PRESS GUIDANCE, COUPLED WITH IMMINENT 
DEPARTURE OF MINISTERS ON EXTENDED VISITS OR TO ATTEND 
COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE, COULD CAUSE LENGTHY POSTPONE- 
MENT OR CANCELLATION OF PROJECT AND LEAVE BAD TASTE ON 
BOTH SIDES OF ATLANTIC. FCO TELLS US THAT, WITH 
SECRETARY MASON LEAVING TOMORROW FOR INDIAN OCEAN/ 
PERSIAN GULF VISIT AND THE WILSON ENTOURAGE OFF EARLY 
NEXT WEEK FOR THE COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE, THEY NOW 
CANNOT VISUALIZE MINISTERS BEING ABLE TO FOCUS ON 
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO ALSS GUIDANCE BEFORE SECOND WEEK 
IN MAY. 
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2. WITH FOREGOING IN MIND, EMBOFF AND TIMBERLAKE 
(OASD/ISA) MET WITH JACKSON (HEAD, DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, 

FCO) IS APRIL TO ATTEMPT WORK OUT COMPROMISE THAT MIGHT 
BE USED TO CLEAR IMPASSE. NOTING GENUINE NEED ON PART 
OF BOTH PARTIES TO HAVE POSITION THAT MAINTAINS CRED- 
IBILITY AND HMG'S REQUIREMENT TO NARROW OPENING 
THROUGH WHICH LABOR LEFT CAN SNIPE ON A NEW ISSUE, 
FOLLOWINQ LANGUAGE WAS DRAFTED: 

"USAF AIRCRAFT ARE IN EUROPE TO PARTICIPATE IN A 
THREE MONTH OPERATIONAL TEST OVER SEVERAL ALLIED 
COUNTRIES OF A PRECISION, HIGH LEVEL NAVIQATIONAL 
SYSTEM. THE AIRCRAFT WILL NOT BE ARMED, NOR 
WILL THEY TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS. THE AIRCRAFT WILL 
OPERATE FROM RAF WETHERSFIELD AND OVERFLY OTHER 
ALLIED NATIONS WITH THEIR PERMISSION. 

"Q'S AND A'S WOULD BE EXPANDED TO INCLUDE THE 
ONE ADDED AT US REQUEST (PARA 2. STATE 58876) TO 
INDICATE CLASSIFIED ASPECT OF PROGRAM" 

FCO POINTS OUT THAT THIS WOULD BE INEVITABLE FIRST 
QUESTION AND THAT NATURE OF ANSWER SHOULD SATISFY IN 
LARGE MEASURE OUR CREDIBILITY CONCERN. 

3. FCO HAS STAFFED PROPOSED COMPROMISE LANGUAGE AND 
SAYS HMG IS PREPARED TO CONCUR IN GUIDANCE AND LET 
PROGRAM COMMENCE IMMEDIATELY IF US CAN ACCEPT FORMULA- 
TION. IT STRESSES THAT MASON WILL NOT AGREE TO ANY 
STATEMENT THAT USES THE WORDS "INCLUDING. INVOLVING, 
USING OR EVALUATING," AS HE BELIEVES GOVERNMENT THEN 
COULD NOT FIELD QUESTIONS IN COMMONS WITHOUT RISKING 
DAMAGE TO PROGRAM OR ITS OWN POSITION THERE. 

4. WE RECOMMEND THAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDER WITH DOD 
WHETHER US CAN ACCEPT THIS COMPROMISE (OR, ALTERNATELY, 
CAN SUGGEST OTHER WORDING THAT WOULD NOT INVOLVE MAJOR 
CHANGE IN TEXT OF STATEMENT ALREADY APPROVED BY PRIME 
MINISTER, AS SUCH CHANGE WOULD REQUIRE TIME CONSUMING 
RECLEARANCE BY MINISTERS) SO THAT PROGRAM CAN MOVE 
AHEAD WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 
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